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Owing to its special Treaty relations, the Irish Free Stare stood
in a class apart from the Dominions and had a chequered history of
its own during these years. After its first desperate struggle with
the extremists under de Valera, the Cosgrave Government appeared
to have disposed of its enemies, and for eight years the country
enjoyed what looked like settled government and amicable relations
with Great Britain. But de Valera and his Republican followers
were as implacable as ever and only biding their time. On July 27,
1927, Kevin O'Higgins, Vice-President of the Executive Council,
Cosgrave's principal lieutenant, was murdered, and at the subsequent
elections the Republican party won 57 seats to Cosgrave's 61.
Hitherto they had declined to take the oath of allegiance and boy-
cotted the Dail, but from now onwards they changed their tactics,
entered the Dail and began to play with the Labour Party for the
overthrow of Cosgrave. The latter maintained his somewhat pre-
carious position until 1932 when de Valera won the elections and
came to office on a defiantly anti-British platform. He opened his
attack by reducing the office of Governor-General to a cipher, and
then went on to introduce a Bill (temporarily blocked by the Senate)
for the abolition of the oath of allegiance, to abolish the right of
appeal to the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council, to deprive
Irish subjects of the Free State of their status as British citizens, and
to repudiate the liability undertaken under the Treaty to collect and
pay the British Government the annuities on the land-stock raised
on British credit to buy out the Irish landlords. These he proposed
to collect and appropriate to the benefit of Irish agriculture.
De Valera contended that having openly declared himself a Repub-
lican and denounced the Treaty as a betrayal of Ireland, he could
not be charged with breach of faith in any of these measures. The
British view was that relations of any kind would be impossible if
a treaty signed by the accredited representatives of Ireland could
be repudiated on the return of their opponents to power. More-
over, de Valera was mistaken if he supposed that by any unilateral
action he could change the status of British citizens or make any
permanent change in the relations of Ireland and Great Britain without
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